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Among his many decorations were the 
Bronze Star, Air Medal, Army Commen-
dation Medal, National Defense Service 
Medal and Vietnam Service Medal.  After 
retiring from the Army he became mana-
ger and superintendent of the Fort Jackson 
Golf Club in Columbia.  He later worked 
as superintendent of grounds and special 
services for the South Carolina Depart-
ment of Mental Health.  
Kenneth R. Lawson ’55, August 15, 
Asheville, N.C.  He was a salesman for 
New York Life Insurance Company and 
a self-employed builder.  He was also
a Baptist minister and was pastor of 
congregations in Asheville, Forest City,  
N.C., and New Orleans.
HE’S A PLAYER OF NOTE IN NASHVILLE’S MUSIC SCENE ................................................................................................................  
Greg Hill remembers standing in line for concert 
tickets as a kid.
His children, however, have never been to a 
concert without laminated passes hanging from their 
necks.  They recently met the Jonas Brothers, and 
8-year-old Hayes got to be in the music video for 
Rodney Atkins’ song “It’s America.” 
“They have no concept of how special it is,” says 
Hill, surrounded by framed records and tour posters in 
his of!ce on Music Row in Nashville, Tenn.  “The things 
my kids are exposed to, I would have given up body 
parts for.” 
The Hill kids — Blair, Hayes and Holland — can 
keep their body parts because Daddy is president of 
Red Light Management.  As such he coordinates the 
careers of some of country music’s leading artists, 
among them Atkins, Phil Vassar and Heidi New!eld.
Phone calls with famous musicians and jetting 
off to awards shows are ordinary activities for Hill, 
a 1991 Furman graduate who is now a major player 
in Nashville’s major industry.  “It’s almost surreal,” 
he says, keeping one eye on his of!ce’s "at-screen 
television tuned to “Great American Country.”  
From his Furman days, when he frequently played 
acoustic rock and folk at Al’s Pump House — a bar 
beside Pete’s Restaurant on Poinsett Highway — 
Hill knew he wanted to be in the music business.  
He wasn’t sure what that meant, however.  At the time, 
he says, “I’m not even sure I knew there was a music 
business beyond singing and writing songs.”
During college he performed throughout the 
Southeast, both solo and with a band from his 
hometown of Athens, Ga.  Some of his classmates told 
him he was going to hell for playing in bars, but despite 
the strict culture and conservative bent of Furman at 
the time, he says he had plenty of fun in school.
“I wasn’t the best student,” Hill says, “but I loved 
it.” 
After graduation he married Shannon Rhodes 
’91 and pursued a master’s degree in music media 
and industry at the University of Miami (Florida).  Hill 
was the only person in his master’s program who had 
not majored in music as an undergrad, but he feels 
his political science degree is an asset in the music 
business. 
“It’s always about politics,” he says, re"ecting 
on contract negotiations and his roles on the boards 
of both the Academy of Country Music and Country 
Music Association.  “Just about everything is a people 
business.” 
He was working in music publishing at EMI (next 
door to his current of!ce at Red Light Management) 
as vice president of writer development when he 
decided to strike out on his own by starting Greg Hill 
Management.  His success led him eventually to enter 
into a partnership with Red Light.
Managers are the CEOs of every artist’s career — 
advising and directing, overseeing tours, watching the 
charts, negotiating with the labels.  And Hill chooses 
the artists he represents carefully.  Knowing he has to 
be ready to answer the phone at 2 or 3 a.m. if there’s 
a bus accident on the road or a problem with a concert 
venue, he exercises what he calls his “no idiot” rule.
“If I’m going to give up my time or move around 
my vacation,” he says, “I’d better like the person.”
As it turns out, there is much to like about the 
people with whom he works.  Nashville is different 
from New York or Los Angeles, he says, because 
everyone in the industry works within a square mile 
Greg Hill (right) with 
Rodney Atkins, the 
Academy of Country 
Music’s top new male 
vocalist of 2006. 
of one another along 16th and 17th avenues, near 
Vanderbilt University.  It’s a strong community of 
colleagues.  “Some of my biggest competitors are 
some of my best friends,” Hill says.  “It’s a friendly 
competition.” 
Far beyond mere collegiality, however, his work 
has brought him opportunities the average person 
only dreams about.  He has socialized with Robert 
Redford, golfed with Huey Lewis and accompanied 
artists to the White House when they played at events 
like the National Christmas Tree Lighting and National 
Adoption Day.  He has stood in the Oval Of!ce and 
even bowled in the White House bowling alley. 
Such events, while exciting, are just part of the job 
for Hill. 
“It gets to be normal,” he says.  “You get spoiled; 
you don’t even think about it.  It’s a job you love, but it 
becomes a job.”
— JESSICA MILLER KELLEY
The author, a 2003 Furman graduate, is a book and 
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James Thomas Hembree ’56, August 3, 
Taylors, S.C.  After serving in the U.S. Navy, 
he was employed as a senior underwriter 
at Liberty Life Insurance Company, retiring 
in 2000 after 41 years of service.  He was a 
Sunday school superintendent for 20 years 
and was active with church recreational 
programs.
Lawrence Beaufort Graham ’56, July 
26, Anderson, S.C.  He joined the U.S. 
Army in 1959 and served in the Chaplain 
Corps, attaining the rank of lieutenant 
colonel.  He served in Vietnam and 
received numerous decorations, including 
the Army Commendation Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Cross of 
Gallantry, Meritorious Service Medal, and 
the Legion of Merit.  He was a minister 
with several Baptist churches in South 
Carolina and was a supply pastor for 
churches in the Carolinas and Georgia.  
At the time of his death, he was chief 
bailiff at the Anderson County Court-
house.  He was a 32nd degree Mason. 
Hubert E. Bishop, Sr. ’57, July 27, 
Easley, S.C.  A Baptist minister, he was 
a pastor of several churches in South 
Carolina and Texas over 55 years.  His 
longest pastorate was 21 years at Mount 
Pisgah Baptist Church in Easley.  Following 
his retirement, he held three interim 
pastorates and was a member of the prison 
ministry team of First Baptist Church of 
Easley.  He was also a Certi!ed Honorary 
Chaplain for the Pickens County Stockade 
and with Hospice of Easley.  He was a U.S. 
Army Air Corps veteran of World War II.
Claude L. Black ’57, April 5, Orlando, Fla.
Clarence L. “Miffy” Smith ’57, May 28, 
Piedmont, S.C.  He served in the U.S. Army 
and was the retired owner of Smith’s 
Grocery.  
Doyle Victor Burgess ’58, July 21, 
Greenville.  He worked in !nancial 
management for many years.  He was 
a U.S. Army Air Corps veteran and received 
the Silver Beaver Award from the Boy 
Scouts of America.
Guy Overcash ’58, September 2, 
Anderson, S.C.  He was a Baptist minister 
in Anderson County for 50 years, 36 of 
which were spent at LaFrance First Baptist 
Church.  He was a lifetime member of the 
Hiram Masonic Lodge and was a Shriner 
and member of Woodmen of the World.  
He served as a chaplain with the Billy 
Graham Crusade and was a past member 
of the Emory University Board of Chaplains. 
Jimmy V. Williams ’59, August 11, 
Simpsonville, S.C.  He was a founder of 
SpecFab Services, Inc.
Ann Carlton Helgerson ’62, June 23, 
Greenville.  A lifelong volunteer, she served 
as treasurer of the Junior League and was 
on the county library board.  
Susan St. John Steger ’67, May 27, 
Macon, Ga.  She was associated with the 
!rm of Martin, Snow, Grant and Napier 
for !ve years before opening a private law 
practice specializing in juvenile and family 
law.  In 1974 she was in"uential in 
establishing the Women’s Crisis Center 
of Macon-Bibb County and served as the 
center’s president for several years.
Rutledge S. Morris ’70, June 17, 
Spartanburg, S.C.  He was retired from 
Draper Corporation, a division of North 
American Rockwell.  He was the 
commissioner of the Westview-Fairforest 
Fire District for two years and was a 
member of the Fairforest Ruritan Club, 
which he served as president.  He was 
a member of the Textile Data Processing 
Organization.
Paul Linwood Carr ’72, August 7, 
Greenville.  He served in the U.S. Navy 
during the Vietnam con"ict, then went 
on to teach Spanish at Wofford College, 
Georgia Southern College, the University 
of South Carolina, Erskine College, and at 
two high schools. He was an accomplished 
musician and singer and was active in 
local theatre groups.
Ronald Dean Hughey, MBA ’78, June 
24, Taylors, S.C.  He retired in 2005 as 
district administrator for the Greenville 
County Health Department, where he 
served for more than 30 years.  He was a 
hospital registrar for !ve years in the U.S. 
Air Force.
Ziad Fawaz Saad ’79, July 8, Charleston, 
S.C.  He was the former owner and 
operator of Amusement Promotions, Inc., 
and the Grand Piano Restaurant.  
Rebecca Cox McKinley ’80, July 3, 
Atlanta.  A talented tennis player during 
her high school and college days, she was 
an avid photographer and was well known 
as the team photographer for the Marist 
School’s boys’ and girls’ soccer teams.  
Read about her battle with cancer at 
www.caringbridge.org/visit/beckymckinley. 
Jeff Snipes ’81, July 20, Boiling Springs, 
S.C.  He was a captain of the Furman 
football team and a member of the !rst 
two Furman squads to win Southern 
Conference championships.  He went on 
to serve as an assistant coach at Furman 
and North Carolina State University before 
taking the head coaching position at 
Boiling Springs High School, where he 
was also director of athletics.                                                                    
Brenda Faye Story, M.A. ’86, June 28, 
Taylors, S.C.  She was an English teacher 
at James F. Byrnes High School in Duncan, 
S.C., for 34 years.  She was also a 
corporate trainer for Central Piedmont 
Community College in Charlotte, N.C., 
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